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REPORT ON A ONE DAY ENGAGEMENT MEETING ON EASE OF DOING

BUSINESS WITH THE ORGANISED PRIVATE SECTOR AND OTHER

STAKEHOLDERS HELD AT THE UNITY HALL. OLD GOVERNMENT

HOUSE, ASABA ON 17™ FEBRUARY, 2023
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3.1

INTRODUCTION

In order to create more awareness and interface with the stakeholders and
organized private sector, DTSG organized a One Day Engagement Meeting on
the Ease of Doing Business with the Organised Private Sector and other
Stakeholders in Asaba.

The event had a wide range of participants drawn from the Federal Government
Agencies, the State Government MDAs and the Organised Private Sector.

PRESENT AT THE EVENT WERE:

Mr. Paul Nmah - Chairman DIDA
Olorogun Lucky Oghene-Omoru - DG DIDA

DIDA Management Staff and Staff

Mr. Jerome Morka mni rep. SSG

Mr. Patrick I. Ojeblenu rep. HoS

Mrs. Azuka Monyei Amgbaduba rep

Hon. Comm of Economic Planning

Mr. Louis Ebegbulem - SA Special Duties

Mr. Didem E. - Dir. SME Min. of T&I
Barr. Mrs. Mary Ndoma-Egba The Head CAC Delta State
Mr. Ulakpa Monday rep. State

Coordinator NAFDAC

Mrs. Judith Arinze rep. State

Coordinator SON

Mr. Cletus Oseh rep. State

Coordinator NEPC

Barr. Onyinye Molokwu rep.

President DACCIMA Chief Anthony

Idigbe SAN

Mr. Conweh Charles - SMEDAN

Mr. Ekurume S. O. - Dir. PSO (HoS)

Engr. Okuara Udensi - Chairman MAN

Mr. Princewill Ojeh - Chairman NASSI

Pastor Favour Akpochimora - Chairman Delta State Export
Group

WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL DIDA

The Director General DIDA, Olorogun Lucky Oghene-Omoru in his welcome
address said the event though coming at a time the country is facing difficult
times, emphasized that there is the dire need to interact with the organized
private sector towards charting a course of action to protect businesses and find
ways of sustaining existing investments within the State.
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3.2. The DG further stated that the Ease of Doing Business is a World Bank
Programme that has 10 parameters which are designed to remove bottlenecks
that hinder the performance of businesses within the State and the Country.
he outlined the bottlenecks to include.

i Starting a business

ii.  Dealing with construction permit

iii.  Registering property

iv.  Enforcing contract

v. Paying Taxes

vi.  Resolving insolvency

vii.  Obtaining credit

viii.  Getting electricity

ix.  Trading across borders

X. Protecting minority investors

3.3. The DG noted that the Delta State Government in line with PEBEC guideline
has inaugurated the EoDB Council. He therefore called on all participants to
bare their minds on issues that affect their businesses in order for DIDA to
generate a  Blue Print that would be forwarded to His Excellency the Governor
for  consideration and approval.

4.0. CHAIRMAN (DIDA) ADDRESS: The Chairman DIDA, Mr. Paul Nmah,
in his remarks stated that DIDA is the investment arm of Government directly
under the Governor’s office which makes its activities devoid of usual
Government bureaucracy.

4.1. He noted that His Excellency, Sen. Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa has ensured that the
investment environment in Delta State is conducive for both local and foreign
investors to thrive through the Governor's support to the Agency.

42. The DIDA Chairman further noted that under the administration of His
Excellency, DIDA had been able to attract numerous investments to the State.
According to him some are thriving well, while others are nearing completion
or undergoing the process of implementation. He enumerated the projects to
include

Delfrasco Ltd, Tower Manufacturing & Testing Industrial Fabrication Hot Dip
Galvanizing Facility at Issele-Uku

« Akewa Colmar Terminal Limited, Development of the Burutu Port at Burutu

+ Re-homes limited, Asaba Ultra-Modern Mechanic Village and Auto Parts,
Asaba

Power Gas, Virtual gas producing Plant at Ebedei

JamesLaw Limited, Development of the Phase 2 Ogbeogonogo Modern Market
at Asaba ‘

«  Adventium Global Inc, Development of theé Delta Songhai at Amukpe

UTM Offshore, Floating Liquefied Natural Gas Project at Warri

« Stallion Auto Keke Limited, Tricycle Assembly Plant in Delta State
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Delking Multiple Concepts Ltd, Trailer Park at Ekpan among others.

He appealed to both local and foreign investors to locate in Delta State which is
an investment haven and avail themselves of the conducive business
environment in Delta State to invest in the State.

PRESENTATIONS

SMEDAN: Mr. Conweh Charles from the Small and Medium Enterprises
Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN) who spoke on Achieving Reforms
for the Growth of MSMEs in Delta State noted some constraints to SME
Development to include; poorly conceived Business Model/absence of
bankable Business Plan, Lack of relevant skills/experience, poor record
keeping, and high interest rates among others.

He also highlighted some of the issues which the State Government should
resolve to promote Ease of Doing Business to include High cost of transactions
in respect of processing time and cost of land title documents, provision of basic
infrastructure (power, roads, water etc.) among others.

DACCIMA: Barr. Onyinye Molokwu who represented the DACCIMA
President, Chief Anthony Idigbe SAN spoke on the "Ease of Doing Business in
Delta State Challenges and the Way Forward: She applauded Delta State
Investments Development Agency (DIDA) for organizing the Engagement
Meeting on Ease of Doing Business with the organized Private Sector and other
Stakeholders especially at a moment when the Government is taking the
initiative of diversification of Nigeria economy from oil sector.

She listed some of the issues encountered by business owners to include poor
electricity supply, poor road network, and lack of access to credit facility among
others.

NASSI: The Chairman NASSI Delta State, Mr. Princewill Ojeh speaking on
Key Areas of Reform for the Growth of MSMEs said that the Government
should engage business owners to endeavor to register their businesses stressing
that it is of great importance to facilitate ease of access to credits. According to
him it is a key factor in the process of applying for loan.

He further noted that Government should look into the issue of double taxation
and extortion which he said was the bane of most small businesses.

MAN: Engr. Okuara Udensi the Zonal Chairman MAN, Edo/Delta in a brief
remark noted that multiple taxation, touting by the LGAs are factors militating
against the Ease of Doing Business in the State. He further mentioned the issue
of harmonization of taxes that needs to be actualized.
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He said that DIDA going forward, should create an avenue where business men
can channel their complaints noting that if such a platform was created, it will
help to boost businesses and ultimately bring them back to perform optimally.

Other speakers that spoke briefly on the ways of creating the Ease of Doing
Business in Delta State were Representatives of SON and NAFDAC.

COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS
It was suggested that the following identified challenges should be addressed.

Manufacturers should ensure to meet the laid down standards by Government
regulatory Agencies.

DIDA should intensify collaboration with SMEs.
Invite as many key actors in future engagements, particularly the MSMES.

Issues of double taxation and extortion should be addressed through relevant
government agencies

EODB Ranking should reflect indicators in Asaba which is the State capital but
not WARRI as had been the case in the past.

State Government should collaborate more with relevant Federal Government
Agencies.

State Government should equally engage the relevant regulatory agencies when
doing empowerment programmes so that participants can be well guided with
regards to registration procedures, standards and quality regulations.

Issue of power as a major factor of production should be addressed.

CONCLUSION: The One Day Engagement Meeting on Ease of Doing
Business with the Organised Private Sector and other Stakeholders ended
successfully with a call for more robust engagements that will be more than
Just one day activity to allow stakeholders interface exhaustively on all matters
related to ease of doing business in Delta State.

|56




